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This week in Latvia begins the VIl International Folk Dance Festival ‘Sudmalinas’

The VIII International Folk dance Festival ‘Sudmalinas’ will begin on Saturday, July 2 with a magnificent
World dance concert in Dzintari Concert Hall, Jurmala. Festival concerts will take place in Riga, Jiirmala,
Jelgava and Rundale Palace park until July 7. This year folk dance groups from Armenia, Belarus,
Georgia, China, Latvia, Poland and Turkey will take part in the festival ‘Sudmalinas’.

Saturday, July 2 at 18.00 there will be a festive procession of the participants of the festival ‘Sudmalinas’
in Jirmala - from Horna garden along Jomas iela up to Turaidas iela.

At 19.30 in the World dance concert in Dzintari Concert Hall, groups from Armenia, Belarus, Georgia,
China, Latvia, Poland and Turkey will present dance patterns of different countries and cultures. Guests of
the concert - folk dance ensembles Dancis, Gatve, Ligo, Rotala and Teiksma. Tickets for the opening
concert are available in the box offices of SIA Bilesu paradize, on the Internet
www.bilesuparadize.lv/events/perf/11657, as well as in the box office of Dzintari Concert Hall.

Sunday, July 3 at 17.00 in Dzintari Concert Hall will take place Dance ensemble contest in which the
festival participants will perform two dances based in the choreographic and musical heritage of their
nation. The contest is included in the programme of the festival ‘Sudmalinas’ for the first time, and it will
be judged by an international jury. Entrance free.

Monday, July 4 — festival participants will go to Riga Social Welfare centre ‘MeZciems’ and residence
‘Dzintara melodija’ in Riga, as well as to the National Rehabilitation centre ‘Vaivari’ in Jirmala, where they
will give charity concerts.

Tuesday, July 5 — everybody is invited to Vérmanes garden in Riga, where from 10.00 until 20.00 there will
be Latvian goodies and craft fair. At 12.00 and 18.00 festival participants will welcome spectators to the
concert ‘The God is dancing with Thunder’. Entrance free.

Wednesday, July 6 - at 18.00 the Green theatre of Rundale Palace park will be transformed into an open-
air stage. The spectators of the concert ‘Dance steps set the world in motion’ will have a chance to enjoy
the wealth of the folk dances of the world. Visitors have to buy entrance tickets in Rundale Palace park.

Thursday, July 7 in the Final concert of the festival ‘World winds in our dances’ in Pasta sala (Pasta Island),
Jelgava dance ensembles from Armenia, Belarus, Georgia, China, Latvia, Poland and Turkey will perform
their most spectacular dances. During the Final concert there will also take place awarding of the winners
of the dance contest. Tickets in the box offices of SIA ‘BileSu paradize’, on the Internet
bilesuparadize.lv/events/perf/11787, as well as in the concert venue.

The International Folk Dance Festival ‘Sudmalinas’ is the most ambitious festival in the field of scenic
dance in Latvia. It aims at bringing together dancers from Latvia and from different countries of the world,
who get to know, creatively explore and inherit folk dance traditions.

The Latvian National Centre for Culture has been organising the festival ‘Sudmalinas’ since 1992. The
author of the idea of this festival is the Honorary Artistic Director of the Dance festivals, choreographer
Ingrida Edite Saultte. During the years of its existence (1992, 1995, 1997, 1999, 2002, 2005, 2009), the
festival has become a stable tradition and has gained high praise from our foreign guests, Latvian dancers,



the audience and critics. In the seven previous festivals, 114 Latvian dance groups and 93 dance groups
from 43 other countries have taken part.

Home page of the VIII International Folk Dance Festival ‘Sudmalinas’: www.sudmalinas.lv
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